Achievement in
English: listening
Summary of results from the 2015 National Monitoring Study of Student Achievement
for teachers and principals

Distribution of scores on the
Knowledge and Application of
Listening in English (KALE) scale

Purpose
The National Monitoring Study of Student Achievement (NMSSA) is designed to assess
and understand student achievement across the New Zealand Curriculum (NZC) at Year 4
and Year 8 in English-medium state schools.

The KALE assessment asked students to locate and recall, integrate and interpret,
and critique and evaluate ideas and information from a range of oral texts. Students’
understanding and application of vocabulary and their ability to interpret prosodic
features, such as intonation, stress and rhythm, were also integrated into the assessment.
Scores on the KALE assessment were located on a measurement scale (see graph at
top right). A curriculum alignment exercise was used to define the minimum scores on
the KALE scale that indicated students were achieving, on balance, the achievement
objectives at each of curriculum levels 2 to 4.
Teachers and principals responded to questionnaires, which included questions about
the teaching and learning programmes in English: listening at their schools.

Key findings
• At Year 4, 79 percent of students scored at curriculum level 2 or above and at Year 8,
70 percent of students scored at curriculum level 4 or above.
• On average, Year 8 students scored 24 scale score units higher than Year 4 students,
indicating that between Year 4 and Year 8 students made, on average, 6 scale score
units of ‘progress’ per year.
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In 2015, we assessed achievement in English: listening in Years 4 and 8 using nationally
representative samples of about 2,200 students from 100 schools at each year level. The
study used a paper and pencil assessment developed by the NMSSA project team called
the Knowledge and Application of Listening in English (KALE) assessment.
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• Māori students scored lower, on average, than non-Māori students (by 9 and 12 scale
score units at Year 4 and Year 8, respectively).
• Pasifika students scored lower, on average, than non-Pasifika students (by 14 and
18 scale score units at Year 4 and Year 8, respectively).
• Girls scored higher, on average, than boys by 4 scale score units at Year 4 and 2 scale
score units at Year 8.
• Generally, teachers were confident about their preparedness to teach English:
listening and most indicated that listening was a regular component of their English
programmes.
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• Principals were generally positive about the quality of teaching and learning
programmes in English: listening in their schools.
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What students know and can do in English: listening
The graphic below shows the relationship between scale scores on the KALE assessment, the knowledge and skills that
were typically demonstrated by students in their responses to the KALE tasks and achievement against the curriculum.
The descriptors (on the left) and corresponding examples (on the right) show how the knowledge and skills typically
demonstrated by students on the KALE assessment became increasingly complex as scores progressed from low to high.
With less familiar or unfamiliar
contexts, structures, and vocabulary,
students listen to texts and can:

Examples of the knowledge and skills associated with this location
on the scale are when students:
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1. recall information and ideas
2. interpret and integrate information
and ideas
3. interpret meanings of vocabulary
and idioms from context
4. recognise intentions behind
prosodic features.
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1. recall information and ideas
2. interpret and integrate information
and ideas
3. interpret meanings of vocabulary
and idioms from context
4. recognise intentions behind
prosodic features.

1. listen to an extended piece of performance poetry and recall what
the speaker said his job is; listen to a Māori legend and recall why some
characters took a particular course of action
2. listen to a poem and integrate evidence to describe the character as
being imaginative; listen to a Māori legend and provide an alternative
perspective on some characters; listen to a play, integrate evidence and
predict what is likely to happen next if it was to continue
3. listen to a descriptive text about rugby and identify what it means for
characters to be ‘transported’ – in the abstract sense
4. listen to a play and observe voice intonations to recognise when
a character sounds helpless; listen to a poem and recognise when
characters sound demanding.
1. listen to a short descriptive text about a pudding and recall that it is baked
in an oven; listen to a scripted dialogue between friends and recall why
the bird could not be shooed outside
2. listen to a scripted dialogue between friends and integrate information
that one character gives in response to the other character’s question;
listen to a poem written from a child’s point of view and infer that the
characters referred to as ‘they’ in the text are most likely to be the child’s
parents
3. listen to a play and identify what it means when a character is ‘put on the
spot’
4. listen to a scripted dialogue between a mother and her child and interpret
voice intonations to recognise when the mother sounds thankful and
when the child sounds as if he is complaining.
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For an example of a KALE assessment task see the Key Findings report for English: listening.
The full report on English: listening can be found at http://nmssa.otago.ac.nz . For further information contact:

National Monitoring Study of Student Achievement, Educational Assessment Research Unit, University of Otago, Box 56, Dunedin 9054, New Zealand
email: nmssa@otago.ac.nz • tel: 0800 808 561 • fax: 03 479 7550
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1. recall information and ideas
2. interpret and integrate information
and ideas
3. interpret meanings of vocabulary
and idioms from context
4. recognise intentions behind
prosodic features
5. critique and evaluate the author’s
craft in achieving their overall goal.

1. listen to a narrative and recall relationships between animal characters
and why they believed in being kind to humans; listen to a short poem
and recall information about how an area of land was filled in and what
the land is turned into
2. listen to a short poem and integrate evidence across the text to infer what
‘lives’ would have been affected by the environmental destruction the
poem relates; listen to a play and interpret the relationship between two
characters to describe the secondary character as being clever
3. listen to a Māori legend and identify what it means for characters to be
in a ‘sorry state’; listen to a short descriptive text and identify what being
‘smitten’ means
4. listen to a narrative and reject competing information (the character’s
actual words ‘I will be kind, I will be kind.’) to interpret the character’s low
and tense delivery and infer that she is grumpy
5. listen to a short poem and provide evidence of the author’s craft to
support a personal response to the text, e.g. ‘The author used one
example (the heron) to tell us what we’re doing to lots of creatures and
make us feel guilty.’; listen to a short descriptive text and provide evidence
of the author’s craft to support a personal response to the text, e.g. ‘The
author used all our senses. I could see it, feel it, and taste it’.

Level 4 & above
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